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of his marriage. Henry had never liked Katherino,
who was devoid of personal beauty and also con-
siderably older than her husband. Me had been
disappointed in his hope of an heir, and the pre-
mature death of several children had, perhaps,
alarmed his naturally superstitious mind. Moreover,
the question of the succession was really pressing.
The Princess Mar}-, the king's only child, was deli-
cate, and in event of her death there would almost
certainly be a dispute between the various members
of the royal house and a danger of a revival of the
Yorkist party. At the time of the quarrel with
Charles the question of a divorce was raised privately,
and Wolsey, though he was not given the king's full
confidence, was instructed to find means by which
the marriage might be dissolved. Henry, however,
did not tell his minister that he had fallen in love
with Anne Boleyn, a beautiful maicl of honour ; or,
If the Cardinal knew this, he did not know that his
master proposed to raise her to the position of queen.
An appeal was therefore addressed to the Pope,
asking him to sanction a divorce on the ground that
the bull of Julius II. was invalid. But Clement VII.
was not in a position to act freely, even if he could
consistently meet Henry's wishes. Katherinc was
the Emperor's aunt, and Charles let it be clearly
understood that he would not abandon her. The
recent sack of Rome had impressed the Pope with
the strength of the Imperial power, and there was
also a danger that if he were annoy/cd the Emperor
would refrain from opposing, or perhaps even support,
the Reformation movement, which was making rapid